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speaking, they were quiet and peaceful. No eruptions of
the kind which the World War had brought with it dis-
turbed this slowly rising development. At the head of
things in the Reich, and in the posts immediately below,
were sober-minded, hard-working men ; Papen was just
the opposite. In Germany at the period of the Weimar
Republic there was no room for adventurers of Papen's
stamp. Only when the world economic crisis, the collapse
of the German banking system and the blustering thrust of
revolutionary National Socialism shook the foundations
of the Republic, when evolution suddenly gave place to
eruption, did the time come for a figure of Papen's type.
As in 1918 he suddenly vanished into oblivion : so now, as
a completely unknown politician, he was as quickly thrust
into the limelight again. Konrad Heiden, that excellent
critic of German history, in his book Geburt des Dritten
Reiches (c Birth of the Third Reich') characterises Papen
very properly in the following way : c He is a passionate
amateur, but not very fortunate in his coquettings with
politics : when he speaks one has the feeling that a rather
small man is standing on tip-toe. For his political blunders
he should be held less responsible than the men who after
his years of political unimportance dragged him forcibly
from his obscurity.'
Now this did not happen so forcibly. For * Franzchen ',
as Papen was disrespectfully called by his critics, even in
these twelve years, and especially in the last of them, had
intrigued widely, and sought by every means possible to
play once more an influential part. But before the outbreak
of this new unrest the responsible men in Germany had
been careful to see that the representatives of the German
Reich really stood for something. And this could be said
neither of Papen nor of his successor Hitler. It was only,
therefore, when any normal way out? of the crisis seemed
^impossible that the hour of th^ese two men arrived.
It is unfortunately impossible to divorce Papen's history
from that of the German Reich in those decisive years of
1931-4. The developments of these years are too deeply